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lITians plan march to Rahul
home, cops nip it in the bud

Police Stoptl,OOO Protesters Af [IT Main Gate, Detain 28

Raj Shekhar | T

New Delhi: Anna’s war against cor-
ruption formally reached the gates of
IIT-Delhi on Saturday A 1,000-strong
crowd comprising present and former
students of the institute gathered at
the main gate in the evening, carrying
the tricolour and shouting slogans.
Their plan was to march towards Lu-
tyens’ Delhi and protest outside the
residence of AICC general secretary
Rahul Gandhiat 12, Tughlag Read; but

cops did not allow them to even begin .

the march. Dejected, the protesters
tiied to force their way out, after
which many of them were detained.
Even though students alleged that
about 60 of thern were picked up, cops
said only 28 were detained and re-
leased later.

Somnath Bharti, a past pupil and

the cocrdinator of the protest, wasthe -

first to be detained. “We were roughed
up and cops did not explain why we
could not protest peacefully. They just
told us that they had orders from their
superiors. I want to know why they
stopped us,” said Bharti. .

. The HOTians tried their best to
dodge the police by trying tosneak out
insmaller groups and board the Metro
to reach their destination. But the po-
lice soon got wind of the scheme and
foiled their bid. Akshay; a 4*-year stut-
dent, said the police action was "“un-

STOPPED IN THE TRACKS: The protesters said they had been soughed up

Ra] Shekhar

fair”. “When everybody else is being
allowed to protest, the administration
is targeting us and stopping us from
expressing ourselves,” he said.

Cops, on the other hand, claimed
they had no prior information about

the protest, nor did the students ever -

seek any permission to do so. “They
were asked to take permission, speci-
fying the area of protest; but a section
of them refused to do so, which is why
they had to be detained,” said a senior
officer: ‘

Elsewhere, a plan to protest out-
side the Congress office at 24, Akbar

Road, wasnipped in the bud when cops
dispersed about 100 protesters, who
had gathered there inthe afternoon.

Earlier in the day, DMRC, follow-
ing a Delhi Police directive, shut down
Patel Chowk, Central Secretariat
Udyog Bhavan stations around 3pm.
These were re-opened for public at
Tpm. Earlier, four metro stations,
namely Udyog Bhawan, Race Course,
Jor Bagh on Gurgaon Line and Khan
Market on Badarpur corridor, were
closed as a precautionary measure fol-
lowing flash protests near residences
of the leading political leaders:
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Students at IIT-D PREM NATH PANDEY

38 liTians
detained for
protesting

NAVEED IQBAL
NEW DELH) | AUGUST 27

THIRTY-EIGHT students of In-
dian Institute of Technology,
Delhi (IIT-D) were detained for
holding protests in support of
Anna Hazare on Saturday.

More than 500 students and
alumni of IIT-D shouting “Desh ka
Yyuwayahan hai, Rahul Gandhi ka-
han hai?” gathered at campus gate
at 4 pm to march towards Rahul
Gandhi’s house on Tughlaq Road.

Even though police detained
some students, citing law and or-
der problems, protests continued
till late evening. The protesters
were not allowed to proceed out
of the campus.

Security, meanwhile, was in-
creased at Tughlaq Road. The
three Metro stations in the vicinity
of Tughlaq Road — Patel Chowk,
Udyog Bhawan and Central Sec-
retariat — were also closed for
three hours,

“We had permission from
Rahul Gandhi’s office to meet him,
even then some students were de-
tained,” said a student of II'T who
was among the protesters.

Secretary of IIT-D Alumni As-
sociation, Somnath Bharti, al-
leged that the detained students
were manhandled by the police
and forced into police vans.
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lITians march to Rahul’s residence
NEW DELHI, 27 AUG: Around 1,000 students and alumni from Indi-

an Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi, gathered at the main gate of

the institute to march towards Congress general secretary Rahul Gan-
dhi’s residence but police detained 60 of them from the entrance
gate. They were later released.

According to the police, Somnath Bharti, an IIT a]umn: and coor-
dinator of the protest was the first one to be detained. “Many lITians
tried to come out in groups of two through Metro to 12-Tughlaq Lane
but we detained them,” said a police officer. sns
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he Indian education sys-
temn has supported an in-
dustry, which has slowly
metamorphosed  into
one of the largest in the
World in terms of revenue. The In-
dian education industry has exist-
ed owing to the industrial needs of
the nation. In short, Inda has be-
come a knowledge-generatmg
country at every socio-economic
level. Moreover, India's continued
economic success depends on edu-
cated and skilled labour; which is
being kept afloat with a plethora
of world-class technical and man-
agement institutes. Today, Indian
students are prepared for the glob-
al education system and in doing
s0; they have been exposed to the
global needs for education. Provi-
sion of suitable infrastructure,
trained faculty and effective teach-
ing in higher education institu-
tions deliver deglred results. This
has been evident in the last 10
years.
INDIA CALLING!

Universities in cities such as Ox-
ford, Cambridge, Toronto, and
Leeds have become familiar
names in India, What they have in
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Education: The future
~ looks bright!

The Indian education system has evolved. With eachchanging requirement, ithas
adapteditself tomeet all global dlallengs. says Arpita Banerjee

common is that they have all
shown interest in educational tie-
ups with Indian entities. The last
few years have witnessed quite a
number of foreign universities
heading towards India concerning
all sorts of discipline. Whether it
was sighing memorandums of wn-
derstanding (MoUs) with various
Indian universities and institu-
tions, looking out for partner in-
stitutions for exchange pro-
g#ammes or establishing joint
vertures - Indian institutes seem
to have become hot favourite with
their international counterparts.
DISTANCE NO MORE

Earlier, learning was synony-
mous with classroom education.
Teday, the lack of time and the

need to 1earn at one's own pace
have induced demand for distance
learning programmes. Distance
learning education is extremely
beneficial for those who are un-
able to attend regular classes, as it
is flexible as well as time efficient.

India has some renowned open
universities to cater to the need of
distance education. Indira Gandhi
National Open University, Dr BR
Ambedkar Open University, Na-
landa Open University, Bihar
Madhya Pradesh Bhoj (Open) Uni-
versity, Yashwantrao Chavan Ma-
harashtra Open University are
some of the institutes offering dis-
tance-learning courses.
ENGLISH: A WINDOW OF OP-
PORTUNITY

The importance of the English
language cannot be denied. It is
the fourth most widely spoken
language in the world, and in
terms of sheer number of speak-
ers, it is the most often spoken of-
ficial language in the world. In the
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past, countries such as China,
Japan and Russia tried to impart
higher education in their own
tongue but are now falling back on
English. India in this regard, is do-
ing well in cemparison with its
Asian counterparts as it enjoys a
200 year head start over other na-
tions in the teaching of English.
CUT ABOVE THE REST

Certain instutitons in India have
become legendary all over the (
world in churning cut the best in
terms of knowledge and expertise.
These include the Indian Insti-‘
tutes of Technology (IITs), Indian
Institutes of Management (IIMs),
All India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS), Birla Institute of
Technology and Science (BITS),
etc, Studying at these institutes
ensure a stamp to success in a stu-
dent's professional life. They re-
portedly have world-class faculty
and impart knowledge based on
parameters based on topical glob-
al challenges.

Seedbeds of new ideas and tech-
nologies, these premiere insti-
tutes are scripting many success
stories, upgrading itself in the
process.

A son’s dilemma — - to be or not to be an englneer

Kumaresh Passnupathj

t was my uncertainty
whether T would like

what I would have to
study for the next four
years that made me rebel
against taking up engi

sure ta shoot up by that week-
end)
You cannot mistake that

look in your parents’ eye -

when you tell them about
your career choice that does
not involve the word ‘engi-

But my great-grandfather’s
favourite phrase, “Things
happen only as per your fate”
(mind you, he had 13 kids!)
came true to haunt me.

My father, who rebelled
against his father and went on
to Hyderabad to pursue his
ECE at JNTU and master’s at
the Pondicherry University,
had a lot of hopes in me as a
kid. He was bent upon letting
me decide my own career. But
when 1 turned up home one
day, with a note from my math
teacher who busted me writ-
ing limericks in my math note
while we were supposed to be
solving multiple integrals, my
father was disappointed. He
called me aside and asked me
what plans I had in mind. I

* declared loudly that I wanted
to become a writer. (I still be-
lieve that this is what caused
his sugar level and blood pres-

neering’ or ‘medicine.” My dad
had the exact look on his face.
(I might as well have told him
that I was watching porn on
his computer. Wouldn’t have
made adifference to'that mor-
tified look!') After an hour-
long lecture on how it is diffi-
cult to survive as a full-time
writer, and how very few of
that tribe had made it to the
top, and making an analogy
out of writer Sujatha, who had
a day job at BEL, I was some-
how coerced into believing
that T would make a good en-
gineer,

So, it was a deal. I would
study with the top engineer-
ing colleges in mind, and that
I would take up freelance
writing later on. Thousands of
rupees spent on IIT-JEE pre-
paratory material, coaching
classes, and a room load of
books, and a few exams later
my father discov%red (sur-

prisingly, he was sﬁrprised!) g

that I was short of 10 marks in
my XII Board exams to get
into a state-run college, and
my AIEEE rank was some five
digit, and those at the JEE
didn’t find my score sufficient
enough to send a score card!
Again, my devastated dad
made me apply for about 10
colleges, and I'm sure we
could have rather bought a
Plasma TV set with the money

wasted on my entrance
‘coaching’ and the application
forms. I got into a private uni-
versity that took me for ECE,
the same course that my fa-
ther did.

College was great to start
with. Anewplace, new people,
a new start over. The guilt of
letting your parents down,
(my classmate got into the top
medical school and his father
taught alongside my father at

the same college. And women
these days don’t just gossip
about characters from daily
soaps, apparently they have
moved on to what college your
son goes to!) pumps you up,
and drives you! My first se-
mester results were over-
whelming. Dad was getting a
little optimistic about me. As
good as it was, guilt tends to
wear off soon. I was back to

-square one. I bunked classes,

L
started taking tests li
and so0, my basics of engineer-
ing were built upon pretty
much loose soil. I scraped
through, semester after se-

ightly;

mester, through courses
whose relevance beyond the
final exams were a source of
mystery.

There are 300 students
studying ECE with me. I've
spent countless nights trying
to understand the universe’s

motive behind throwmg us in
the ‘ECE’ pool. There are guys
who would have been excel-
lent cooks, managers, busi-
ness owners, writers, ad film
makers, animators and musi-
cians, had it not been for the
four-year engineering course,

And, finally, it happened.
My dad’s mother had died a
year ago, and I was with my
father. After all the funeral
rites, he seemed to have been

contemplating on his deci-
sions, and finally asked me
genuinely if he had made a
mistake in convincing me to
join engineering, It could’ve
been the sheer solemnness of
the context, or my not want-
ing to see him in pain, or the
fact that my mind’s been
dwelling in uncertainty for
long, I do not know what, but I
suddenly knew that I wanted ~
to be an engineer — an ECE
one just like him, or even
better.

‘Now that the decision was

.made, and I knew what I

wanted to be, keeping up to it
was tough. I have only one
more year to do it, (Well, 'm
through one and three quar-
ters of it already) And now I
have to decide again, out of a
variety of other choices, and
this time I have the freedom
to pick my way. Placements
are round the corner, GATE’s
got a few months time, GRE
and TOEFL are costly, may be
UPSC would be worth a try.
‘Which one should I take?
Or, maybe, I'll just ask dad.
(The writer'semailidis -
p.kumaresh90@gmail.com)
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At IT:-Bombay; the straight demand equal rights

Hemall Cirhapia | Tn

Mumbai: An identity crisis, with a
twist, is playing out at IIT-Bombay; af-
ter the launch of an LGBTQ (lesbian,
gay; bisexual, transgender, queer and
Qquestioning} support group. A day af-
ter the group was set up in early Au-
gust, a band of IITians spontaneously

came up with a dedicated page
—siraight@IITB — on a social net-
working site. To date, a hundred boys
and a girl have signed up and made
their sexual preference known, wor-
ried they will be taken otherwise.
Among other niggles are hostel
timings, which this group demands,
should apply to homosexuals as well,

“We are meeting the director to dis-
cuss this. But hostel timings isjust one
of the points we want to talk about,”
sald Ramanjit Singh Anand, a student
general secretary,

OT-Bombay director Devang'

Khakhar confirmed that a meeting
with the students’ general secretary
was slated for the coming week,
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Some gay, others'
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This issue has been particularly
ragingamongboys whohavemanaged
tofind girlfriends in the highly skewed
gender ratio in IIT-B. “We are glad
there is a support group for LGBTQ
studentsand we feel there shouldbeno
social stigma . But we are upset with
the powers that have been given to the
group,” saysafifth-vear student. .

unhappy B

Hemali Chhapla | TnN

Mumbai: In a mostly hetero-
sexual world, straight people
don’t need to fight for their
rights. But IIT-Bombay’s re-
cent path-breaking initiative
to have a support group for
queer students has spawned
such a protest.

A group of straight stu-
dents atthe Powai campus will

pCall for equal rights, P9

meet the director next week to
discuss among other issues,
hostel controls, following the
launchof the LGBT@Q(lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender;
. queer) support group. The
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10pm curfew for boys and glrls
visiting each other’s hostel
was never questioned, butnow
they say the deadline should
be removed or imposed on ho-
mosexual pairs as well,
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Hoping for the

HIGGS

BOSON

Scientists at the
international physics

symposium held at TIFR

last week said they

expect a result on the
existence of the Higgs

particle very soon
MIHIXA BASU

FOR the first time, findings
from the Large Hadron Col-
lider (LHC) experiment have
hinted at the elusive “Higgs
particle”, physicists at the just-
concluded international sym-
posium on ‘Lepton-Photon in-
teractions at high energies’
said. The Higgs boson is a
theoretical subatomic particle
that scientists hope can ex-
plain how matter got its mass.
The LHC experiment aims to
understand fundamental as-
pects of physics like the Big
Bang, the Higgs particle, dark
matter and dark energy,
among others,

At the symposium, held in
India for the first time at the
Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research (TIFR) last week, the
excitement about recent data

from the European Centre for
Nuclear Research (CERN),
Geneva, was evident, “We
must remember that it is the
first or second year of a 20-
year project. We must have pa-
tience and while it’s still too
early for the biggest discover-
ies, the experiments are al-
ready accurnulating interest-
ing results. The discovery or
exclusion of the Higgs particle,
as predicted by the standard
model of physics, is getting
ever closer,” said Rolf Heuer,
director general, CERN. “By
the end of next year, we will
get an answer on the Higgs
particle. If we find it, it’s a
great discovery and if we
don’t, we will exclude its exis-
tence, implying a big hole in
the standard model of
physics,” he said.

Results from the ATLAS

and CMS collaborations at the
LHC, presented at the
conference, showed that the
Higgs particle, if it exists, is
running out of places to hide.
Gobinda Majumder, associate
professor at TIFR involved
with the CMS experiment, said
there is a lot of hope that in the
next few years, new physics
will be established. “The new
physics will subsequently de-
termine the future path of col-
lider experiments,” he said.
But while there is hope,
there is also scepticism.
Manuel Drees, professor of
theoretical physics at Bonn
University, said that while he
was impressed with how well
the LHC is working and the
speed at which data is being
generated and analysed, he
was disappointed as scientists
are yet to “find new particles”.
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The bare bones

of a theory of the s_keleton

AMANDA SCHAFFER

OR  years, scientists
Fthought they understood

the skeleton. It serves as
structural support for the body.
It stores calcium and phos-
phate. It contributes to blood
cell development. And it serves,
indispensably, as the creepy
mascot of Halloween.

But as it turns out, there
may be still more to bone. A few
years ago, researchers at Co-
lumbia University Medical Cen-
ter discovered, to everyone’s
surprise, that the skeleton
seems to help regulate blood
sugar. Now the team, led by Dr
Gerard Karsenty, geneticist and
endocrinologist at Columbia
University, has found that bone
may play an unexpected role in
reproduction. If the work
pans out, it may help to
explain some
cases of low fer-
tility in men,

“It’s  defi-
nitely an at-
tention-grab-
ber,” Dr.
William Crowley of
Harvard Medical School,
who was not involved in the re-
search, said of the new finding
regarding fertility,

It is well known that ¢4
the hormones estrogen
and testosterone, pro-
duced in the ovaries and
testes, help to regulate bone
growth. When women reach
menopause, estrogen levels
decrease along with bone
mass, putting them at in-
creased risk for osteoporosis.
As men age, their testosterone
and estrogen levels decline, as

*well. Men lose bone, but much
more slowly than women do.

“We thought that if the sex
organs talk to the skeleton,
then the skeleton should talk
back to the sex organs,”
Karsenty said. Early this year,
Karsenty's team published a
study demonstrating that in
mice a protein called osteocal-
cin, which is produced by
bone-forming cells called os-
teoblasts, binds to a specific re-
ceptor on cells of the testes.
Male mice that were unable to
make osteocalcin (as a result of
genetic manipulation) pro-
duced less testosterone and
were less fertile. When they

Scuentists have found that
bone may play an unexpected

role in reproduction, blood
sugar level and other aspects
of body physiology

The team, led by Dr Gerard Karsenty has found that bone may play

to explain some cases of low fertility in men

mated, they had fewer and
smaller offspring.

Fertility in female mice, on
the other hand, was not af-
fected by osteocalcin. Cells in
their ovaries lacked the recep-
tors to which the bone hormone
binds. “We were surprised by
that,” said Karsenty. “We
thought we’d find a hormone
that regulated fertility in both
sexes.” Another compound, as
yet unknown, may play the
analogous role in females, he
added. Human testicular cells

also have receptors for the hor-
mone osteocalcin, Karsenty has
found. Still, the magnitude of
the effect may not be the same
as in mice.

The main hormone that
stimulates testosterone pro-
duction, in mice and men, is
luteinizing hormone, a protein
made in the brain. Luteinizing
hormone is “the on-off switch”
for testosterone, said Crowley.
Osteocalcin, on the other
hand, looks more like a “dim-
mer switch” that modulates

the process. The question: Is it
a critical mechanism or a
backup system? Does osteocal-
cin play a widespread role in
problems like low sperm count
and low testosterone, or is it
more peripheral?

Scientists now plan to study
men with these preblems and to
measure their osteocalcin lev-
els, said Crowley. Some of them
may have a defect in osteocal-
cin or its receptor that underlies
their conditions.

But, he said, “I suspect this

gy,

will turn out tobe
; one chapterin anin- .
teresting and more com-
plicated mystery.”
Karsenty has long argued .
" that bone plays a central role in

-, Tegulating body physiology. “The
S, body is not an agsembly of silos

* but is full of surprising examples
" ' of crosstalk,” he said. In 2007, he
#-showed that bone helps to regu-
» ~late-blood sugar, a result that

“startled hormone specialists.

P “Working with mice, he reported

that osteocalein boosts insulin
production in the pancreas and
g also increases insulin sensitivity

‘an unexpected role in reproduction. If the work pans out, it may help ... : " (making the body more respon- . .

sive to the hormone) Insulin, in
turn, acts to lower blood sugar.
That work could prove relevant
to diabetes, in which the body ei-
ther does not produce enough in-
sulin or stops heeding its direc-
tives. As a result, blood glucose
levels become too high. )

Now, Karsenty hopes to un-
ravel the complicated links
binding the skeleton, sugar and
sex. Bone mass tends to decline
with age, he notes, as do blood
sugar control and fertility. “One
idea is that bone might not just
be a victim of ageing,” he said.
“It might also be a contributor.”

‘ NYT .
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